NéM™ House Detectives

by Catherine Plume U n

ident has wondered
about the previous

this year, Michelle Pilliod Carroll and
Nina Tristani set out to do what they had

long planned to do — research the his-
tory of their Capitol Hill homes. Over
several weeks, they visited various insti-
tutions around DC including the His-

torical Society of Washington, DC, the
Washingtonia Collection at the Martin

Luther King Library, the Library of Con-

inhabitants of their
home, and what their :
house looked like in years past. Farlier

Il Home

gress and that National Archives to gath-
er bits of information about their homes.
Once they finished their research,
they compiled the information into a
hard copy book. Now, four months lat-
er, an adventure that started as a lark for
these long time Capitol Hill residents
has become a second career for both.
“After finishing the books for our own
homes we discovered how much we en-
joyed the process and learning about the
history of DC. We thought others would
be interested in something similar for
their own homes, and N&M House De-
tectives was created,” says Nina.

ock the History of Your
Capitol

any a Capitol Hill res-

To date, N&M House Detectives (www.nmhousedetec-
tives.com) has completed some 10 house history projects. For a
cost of $400 plus a $50 publication fee, they will produce a 20-
page 8” x 117 color book documenting the history of a home.
(Discounts are available for the purchase of multiple books on
different homes.) The books include copies of building per-
mits, census reports, directory listings, maps, neighborhood and
archival pictures, a history of the surrounding area and more.
While N&M House Detectives is Capitol Hill based, they can
research any home in Washington, DC proper. While it typical-
ly takes four weeks to research a property, it can take a bit lon-
ger for an older (pre-1877) building or a commercial building.

Through their research, they've discovered some inter-
esting quirks about DC. For example, building permits were
not required until 1877. Then, from the 1890’s until 1964, the

Department of War (now Defense) had to approve building
extensions or alterations on DC houses. They've also learned
about some interesting Capitol Hill personalities such as Wil-

N&M House Detectives
working a case. Photo:
Carolyn Peterson
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liam Prout, who sold parts
of his extensive Capitol Hill
land holdings for the con-
struction of Christ Church
on G Street SE and East-
ern (Branch) Market. “With
each project we are uncover-
ing fascinating pieces of his-
tory for not only a home but
its neighborhood. A new as-
signment opens us up to the
rich history of Washington
DC and new discoveries,”
Michelle says.

Nina and Michelle have
found that the skills, knowl-
edge and accomplishments
from their former careers are
serving them well in their
new endeavor. (Nina was a
scholarly publisher while Mi-
chelle owned and operated a
meeting planning company.)
And, customers are thrilled
with their work.

“When [ was young, my
parents purchased a build-
ing in DuPont Circle which
housed my father’s dry-clean-
er and three apartments. I've
always loved the building,
and when N&M House De-
tectives presented me with a
book about my family’s build-
ing, I was blown away! They
even found the building per-
mit from 1879! I learned so
much about the building’s
story, including its owners
and inhabitants dating back
to the 1900s. They even
found photos from as far back
as 19511 The entire history is
packaged in an inviting and
attractive book. I can’t ex-
press enough how meaning-
ful and fulfilling having this
information is. N&M House
Detectives do an unusual -
and amazing - job!” says cus-
tomer Stephen Paderofsky,
Principal at Estate of the Art.



Aside from revealing
a property’s history, N&M
House Detectives gather cru-
cial information for securing
renovation permits in the
Capitol Hill Historic District
or marketing historic homes
for sales. As Leigh Mailloux,
President, LR Mailloux Con-
struction, Inc., says, “I need-
ed help with a historical
provenance for a home on
Capitol Hill. N&M House
Detectives uncovered the in-
formation I needed to get ap-
proval from the Capitol Hill
Restoration Society and an
expedited permit. All this in
addition to information on
the builder, original owner
of the home and more!” Re-
altor John Smith commis-
sioned N&M House Detec-
tives to publish a historical
book as part of a home sale.
“They did a great job! I high-
ly recommended them!”

While clients have been
pleased with their work,
N&M House Detectives
made ardent converts out of
the librarians at the various
research facilities they patron-
ize. “They share our enthusi-
asm and have become an in-
valuable resource for each
new project,” says Nina.

So, if you're looking for
a unique gift fora DC home-
owner - be it yourself, a friend
or neighbor - or even just to
document the renovation of
your home, consider putting
N&M House Detectives on
the case!

Catherine Plume is a lifelong
environmentalist, a writer, and
blogger for the DC Recycler:
www.DCRecycler.blogspot.com;
Twitter @DC_Recycler ¢
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REDEFINING BEAUTY ONE CLIENT AT A TIME!

Full-Service Landscape Design & Maintenance

e Installation, arbors, retaining walls, walkways, lighting, water features
e Patios, roof top gardens, townhomes, single family homes

e Trees & shrubs, formal & informal gardens

e Custom Masonry, Fencing and Iron work

¢ Restoration and Enhancement

Fall Gardes Special
15% OFF

Any Design

EXP 09/30/2015

10% OFF

New Clients
EXP 09/30/2015

10% OFF

On Any New Installation
EXP 09/30/2015

DEREK THOMAS / PRINCIPAL

Certified Professional Horticulturist
Member of the MD Nursery and Landscape Association
Member of the Association of Professional Landscape Designers

301.642.5182 | WWW.THOMASLANDSCAPES.COM
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